
 
 

Health Collaboration Acceleration Fund (HCAF) 

Recipients of the second call for proposals (2020) 

Principal investigator and 
principal institution 

Funding partners and collaborators Total project value 

Neuro-CERVO Alliance for Drug Discovery in brain diseases  
(Project summary) 

Edward Fon, McGill 

University  

YCharOS, eNUVIO, Imagia, Nplex biosciences, Bliq Photonics 

and Affinité Instruments, the Brain Canada Foundation, the 
CERVO Foundation and Sentinel North, Neuro donors, as well 
as the two pharmaceutical partners and the project’s two 
public promotors: Montreal Neurological Institute-Hospital 

and the CERVO center at CIUSSS de la Capitale-Nationale. 

$15.32 M of which $7 M is 
from MEI 

The Quebec SmartCare Consortium (Project summary)  
John Kildea, McGill 

University Health Center 

Roche, Vital Tracer, My Intelligent Machines, Imagia, iMD 

Research and Novartis, the McGill University Health Center 
Foundation and the Cedars cancer foundation, as well as the 
CHU Sainte-Justine and McGill University. 

$10.18 M of which $4.8 M is 
from MEI 

Acuité-Qc Consortium: predict and visualize drug action (Project summary)  
Philippe Sarret, Sherbrooke 

University 

Abaxial Médical, adMare BioInnovations, CannaSher, CMC 
Microsystems, ExCellThera, Find Therapeutics, Imagia 
Cybernetics, Imaging Research and Technology, Imeka, 

Immune Biosolutions, Inversago Pharma, IRICoR, My 
Intelligent Machines, NMX Research and Solutions, Photon 
etc., Valence Discovery, Sherbrooke Innopole, Sherbrooke 
Institute of Pharmacology, Institute for Research in 
Immunology and Cancer – Université de Montréal, Mila, 
Sherbrooke CIUSSS de l’Estrie-CHU and CHUS Research Center, 

the Armand-Frappier Health Biotechnology Center – INRS and 

CHU Sainte-Justine Research Center. 

$27.05 M of which $13.85 M 
is from MEI 

Paradigm shift in the conduct of clinical trials (Project summary)  
Jean-Claude Tardif, Montreal 
Heart Institute 

DalCor Pharmaceuticals Canada, Omnimed, Kelvin Zero, 
Ingenew Pharma, InvHealth Capital, Stratuscent, Perceiv AI, 
Optina Diagnostics, Labeo Technologies, Rénibus 
Therapeutics, Imagem, My Intelligent Machines, Montreal 
Heart Institute, as well as Écogène-21, McGill University 

Center of Genomics and policy, the Center of Excellence on 
Partnership with Patients and the Public at Montreal CHU 
Research Centre, Sherbrooke CHU, Queber CHU – Laval 
University and Maisonneuve-Rosemont Hospital. 

$21.47 M of which $9.35 M 
is from MEI 

 



 
 

Health Collaboration Acceleration Fund (HCAF) 

Recipients of the first call for proposals (2017) 
Principal investigator and 

principal institution 

Funding partners and collaborators Total project value 

Molecular mini-panels for the rapid detection of highly transmissible pathogens (Project summary)  
Michel Bergeron, Quebec CHU – 

Laval University 

GenePOC, Nosotech inc. as well as a private donor, 
Jewish General Hospital, McGill University Health 

Center and Montreal CHU. 

$5.23 M of which $2.6 M is 
from MEI 

Accelerated discovery of innovative therapies for lasting impact (Project summary)  
Michel Bouvier, Université de 
Montréal (IRIC) 

A pharmaceutical partnership and the Institute for 
Research in Immunology and Cancer – Université de 
Montréal, Quebec CHU – Laval University, Montreal 
CHU, Sherbrooke University, McGill University Health 

Center and Mila. 

$20 M of which $10 M is 
from MEI 

Quebec Cancer Consortium for New Therapeutics and Biomarkers  
(Project summary)  

Morag Park, McGill University Bristol-Myers Squibb, AstraZeneca Canada, Bayer Inc., 
Merck Canada Inc., Hoffmann-La Roche Limited, 
Novartis Pharmaceuticals Canada Inc., Oncopole, the 
Terry Fox Research Institute and the Rosalind et Morris 
Goodman Cancer Institute, Montreal CHU, the Lady 

Davis Institute and the General Jewish Hospital, McGill 
University Health Center and Maisonneuve-Rosemont 

Hospital. 

$27.9 M of which $10 M is 
from MEI 

Integration of patient data for the development of precision therapies for Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis and 
Parkinson’s disease (Project summary) 

Guy Rouleau and Edward Fon, 
McGill University 

Takeda Pharmaceutical, Structural Genomics 
Consortium, a private donor, as well as the Montreal 
Neurological institute-hospital (Neuro) of McGill 
University and the Douglas Mental Health University 
Institute. 

$4 M of which $2 M is from 
MEI 

Curb atherosclerosis with precision medicine (Project summary)  
Jean-Claude Tardif, Montreal 
Heart Institute 

DalCor Pharmaceuticals Inc., JCT Biotechnologies Inc., 
Monogenic Pharmaceuticals Inc., Montréal Heart 
Institute Foundation and the Sherbrooke CHU Research 
Center, the General Jewish Hospital and Montreal CHU. 

$19.2 M of which $8.95 M is 
from MEI 

Leadership international in precision medicine clinical studies (Project summary)  
Jean-Claude Tardif, Montreal 
Heart Institute 

DalCor Pharmaceuticals Inc., AstraZeneca Canada, 
Bayer Inc., the Montreal Heart Institute Foundation, as 
well as a private donor, and PharmaScience, the 

Montreal Clinical Trial Coordinating Center, 
Maisonneuve-Rosemont Hospital, Montreal CHU and 

McGill University. 

$17.37 M of which $6.45 M 
is from MEI 
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