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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Personalized medicine: CQDM partners with CIHR to accelerate drug discovery across Canada 
 
Montreal, March 18th, 2014. – CQDM and CIHR, with five of its institutes, partner in a new collaborative 
funding program in personalized medicine across Canada, to accelerate drug discovery and drug 
development. This new pilot initiative was launched today at BioTransfer2014 in Toronto in the 
presence of Diane Gosselin, Ph.D., President and CEO of CQDM and Jane Aubin, Ph.D., Chief Scientific 
Officer and Vice-President, Research and Knowledge Translation at the Canadian Institutes of Health 
Research (CIHR). 
 
The novelty of this new program lies in the combination of the respective strengths of the partners: 
academic research for CIHR and translational industrial research for CQDM. It will namely offer the 
opportunity to Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) to collaborate with academia to develop new 
cutting-edge technologies, computational tools and devices in personalized medicine in order to bring 
solutions to the most pressing needs in biopharmaceutical research and healthcare. Successful 
applicants will also benefit from CQDM’s mentorship program which brings industrial support and 
expertise to the projects and helps better align the research with the needs of the pharmaceutical 
industry. 
 
“CIHR is pleased to be partnering on this highly innovative public-private funding program with CQDM to 
address the most urgent biopharmaceutical research needs resulting from the adoption of personalized 
medicine approaches”, said Jane Aubin. “By focusing the program on the invention and development of 
the next-generation of technologies, computational tools and devices, we will be enabling Canada to 
translate basic research advancements into therapeutic benefits.” 
 
 “We are delighted to collaborate with CIHR to launch our first national funding initiative and benefit 
from the footprint of CIHR in personalized medicine. This pilot program will allow us to fund fruitful 
collaborations between academia and SMEs across Canada for the development of innovative tools and 
technologies, which will in turn accelerate the development of new and more effective drugs. We hope 
that the success of this first initiative will lead to collaborations of greater scope with CIHR in the area of 
drug discovery”, said Diane Gosselin. 
 
 
Research agenda 
Personalized medicine is developing at a rapid pace which brings new challenges as well as 
opportunities to the whole spectrum of therapeutic development, from basic research to its integration 
in the drug discovery process. In an effort to bring solutions which will address the most urgent needs of 
biopharmaceutical research, CQDM and CIHR will fund research projects focused on the invention and 
development of next-generation of technologies, computational tools and devices in the following 
research areas:  

http://www.biotransfer2014.ca/program/index.php


 
• cancer; 
• infection and immunity; 
• neurodegeneration affecting cognition. 

 
Entitled CQDM/CIHR Collaborative Funding Program in Personalized Medicine to Accelerate Drug 
Discovery, this program extends to scientific and technical fields directly related to biopharmaceutical 
R&D and all disciplines that could provide enabling technologies and devices for biopharmaceutical 
research.  
 
This new program builds upon the extensive initiatives and multiple projects funded as part of the CIHR 
Personalized Medicine Signature Initiative. The total budget available from CQDM and CIHR through its 
institutes of Aging; Cancer Research; Genetics; Infection and Immunity and Neurosciences, Mental 
Health and Addiction can be up to $ 2,25 M (with a maximum of $ 750 K per project). Deadline for 
letters of intent is June 27, 2014. For more information on the program, please visit CQDM’s website 
at: www.cqdm.org. 
 
 
About CQDM 
CQDM is a pharma-based consortium active in pre-competitive research whose mission is to fund the 
development of innovative tools and technologies to accelerate drug discovery. Unique in the world, 
CQDM’s business model is based on a collaborative approach where all stakeholders share the costs of 
biopharmaceutical research and benefit from its results. CQDM also provides a meeting ground where 
academia, governments, and the pharmaceutical and biotechnology industries converge to address 
numerous complex medical challenges. CQDM receives financial support from Pfizer Canada, 
AstraZeneca, Merck, Boehringer Ingelheim, GlaxoSmithKline, Eli Lilly Canada, Novartis Pharma Canada, 
as well as from Quebec’s Ministry of Higher Education, Research, Science and Technology (MESRST) and 
under the Federal government’s Business-Led Networks of Centres of Excellence program (BL-NCE). For 
more information, visit us at www.cqdm.org. 
 
About CIHR 
The Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) is the Government of Canada's health research 
investment agency. CIHR's mission is to create new scientific knowledge and to enable its translation 
into improved health, more effective health services and products, and a strengthened health care 
system for Canadians. Composed of 13 Institutes, CIHR provides leadership and support to more than 
12,600 health researchers and trainees across Canada. 
 
Institute of Aging (IA) 
IA’s mandate is to ensure the availability of knowledge with respect to the determinants of active aging 
as well as those related to the complex health challenges of the older person with the objective of 
providing better prevention and intervention programs as well as a an efficient and adapted continuum 
of services for the older person. In collaboration with the other CIHR Institutes, the Institute of Aging 
seizes the opportunities and contributes to facing the challenges associated with the aging Canadian 
population. The Institute of Aging is the lead with co-lead from the Institute of Neurosciences, Mental 
Health and Addiction in the CIHR International Collaborative Research Strategy for Alzheimer’s disease. 
 
Institute of Cancer Research (ICR) 
ICR is dedicated to supporting research that reduces the burden of cancer on individuals and families 
through prevention strategies, screening, diagnosis, effective treatment, psycho-social support systems, 
and palliation.  
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Institute of Genetics (IG) 
IG supports research on the human and model genomes and on all aspects of genetics, basic 
biochemistry and cell biology related to health and disease, including the translation of knowledge into 
health policy and practice, and the societal implications of genetic discoveries. 
 
Institute of Infection and Immunity (III) 
III supports research and helps to build research capacity in the areas of infectious disease and the 
body's immune system. Through the Institute's programs, researchers address a wide range of health 
concerns related to infection and immunity including disease mechanisms, disease prevention and 
treatment, and health promotion through public policy. 
  
Institute of Neurosciences, Mental Health and Addiction (INMHA) 
INMHA supports research on the functioning and disorders of the brain, the spinal cord, the sensory and 
motor systems, and the mind. The burden of disease in terms of the social, economic and health care 
costs associated with these disorders and related illnesses are staggering and there are indications that 
the number of people affected either directly or indirectly will continue to increase in the years to come. 
The INMHA is a unique institute because, based on recent discoveries, it has been designed to address 
all aspects of research dealing with Brain-Mind relationships inclusive of the four pillars of the CIHR. 

 
From left to right : Jane Aubin, Chief Scientific Officer and Vice-President, Research and Knowledge Translation at CIHR, Diane 
Gosselin, President and CEO of CQDM and Étienne Richer, Assistant Director, CIHR Institute of Genetics 
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Source: 
Julie Martineau 
Senior Director, Communications and Corporate Development, CQDM 
Tel.: (514) 766-6661, ext. 2198 
jmartineau@cqdm.org  
www.cqdm.org 
 
David Coulombe 
Media Relations 
Canadian Institutes of Health Research 
Tel.: (613) 946-0927 
mediarelations@cihr-irsc.gc.ca 
ww.cihr-irsc.gc.ca 
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