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Parkinson's disease: a first research collaboration between CQDM and Massachusetts 
 
Montreal, March 10th, 2014 – To better predict the onset of Parkinson's disease and to accelerate the 
development of better treatments, this is the main goal of Biospective Inc. in Quebec and inviCRO LLC in 
Massachusetts, two service companies working in the field of medical imaging that will collaborate for 
the first time thanks to the funding of $ 500,000 which CQDM and the Massachusetts Life Sciences 
Center (MLSC) announced today at BIO-Europe in Turin. The two business partners will match these 
contributions in either cash or in-kind taking to more than one million dollars the value of this project. 
The funding of this first collaboration with Massachusetts was made possible thanks to the financial 
support of the Quebec Governement’s Ministère de l’Enseignement supérieur, de la Recherche, de la 
Science et de la Technologie (MESRST). 
 
"We are very pleased with this first achievement with our partner, the MLSC, which demonstrates our 
commitment to develop fruitful collaborations between researchers in Quebec and Massachusetts, a 
very fertile area in the life sciences, and I thank the Quebec Government for making this possible. This 
new project will also generate added value to the pharmaceutical industry which is looking to develop 
new treatments for Parkinson's disease, a complex and still poorly understood disease," said Diane 
Gosselin, Ph.D., President and CEO of CQDM. 
 
"The partnership with inviCRO LLC and Biospective will help bring new health technologies to the market 
along with economic benefits for both Quebec and Massachusetts,” said Susan Windham-Bannister, 
Ph.D., President and CEO of the MLSC.    
 
Hope for patients with Parkinson's disease 
Seven million people worldwide are living with Parkinson's disease and it is estimated that this figure 
will reach nine million by 2030 because of the aging population. It is currently difficult to diagnose 
Parkinson's disease before the onset of symptoms and to follow its progression due to the lack of 
reliable biomarkers. By combining their complementary expertise in neuroimaging and neuropathology, 
Biospective and inviCRO will collaborate to develop a one-of-a-kind, multimodal platform that would 
help identify the disease at an early stage and develop predictive models to provide new therapeutic 
avenues. 
 
"Biospective is excited to partner with CQDM and inviCRO on this project.  We anticipate advancing our 
understanding of the complex pathophysiology of Parkinson’s disease, as well as facilitating the 
assessment of efficacy of novel, disease-modifying therapeutic agents through the development of 
rigorously validated, state-of-the-art, imaging biomarkers.  The innovative platform that we plan to 
develop will allow us to expand our range of services, and establish a dominant position in the market 
for preclinical Parkinson's disease studies," said Barry Bedell, M.D., Ph.D., COO and CSO of Biospective.   
 
  

http://www.masslifesciences.com/wp-content/uploads/ICIPAwardAnnouncementRelease-FINAL.pdf


The Chief Scientist of Quebec, Rémi Quirion, Ph.D., welcomes this first international research 
collaboration with Massachusetts. "Such collaboration is particularly relevant because it aims 
at providing innovative solutions in the treatment of neurodegenerative diseases such as Parkinson's, a 
life sciences field which mobilizes researchers from Quebec and their international collaborators. This 
project might also lead to concrete economic benefits for the population," said the Chief Scientist. 
 
Second edition of the CQDM-MLSC Program 
CQDM and MLSC took advantage of the forum at BIO-Europe Spring 2014 to announce the second 
edition of the Quebec/Massachusetts B2B Program. The main objective of the program is to fund 
compelling collaborative projects from established for-profit small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) 
which aspire to develop new or very significantly improved products or processes intended for 
commercialization. The proposal must include a strong and real collaboration between one company 
based in Quebec and one company based in Massachusetts. Interested companies have until October 1, 
2014 to submit their applications for Phase I. The details are available on the website of CQDM. 
 
“We are excited to renew our partnership with Quebec for the second year of the ICIP Program.  No one 
country or region can address on its own the urgent health challenges that still face our global 
community, and we are pleased to be partnering with Quebec as one of the world’s leading regions in 
life sciences innovation,” commented Susan Windham-Bannister, Ph.D., President and CEO of the 
MLSC.    
 
 
About CQDM 
CQDM is a pharma-based consortium active in pre-competitive research whose mission is to fund the 
development of innovative tools and technologies to accelerate drug discovery. Unique in the world, 
CQDM’s business model is based on a collaborative approach where all stakeholders share the costs of 
research and benefit from its results. CQDM also provides a crossroads where academia, governments, 
and the pharmaceutical and biotechnology industries converge to address numerous complex medical 
challenges.  
 
CQDM receives financial support from Pfizer Canada, AstraZeneca, Merck, Boehringer Ingelheim, 
GlaxoSmithKline, Eli Lilly Canada, Novartis Pharma Canada, as well as from Quebec’s Ministry of Higher 
Education, Research, Science and Technology (MESRST) and under the Federal government’s Business-
Led Networks of Centres of Excellence program (BL-NCE). For more information, visit us 
at www.cqdm.org. 
 
About the Massachusetts Life Sciences Center 
The Massachusetts Life Sciences Center (MLSC) is an investment agency that supports life sciences 
innovation, research, development and commercialization. The MLSC is charged with implementing a 
10-year, $1-billion, state-funded investment initiative. These investments create jobs and support 
advances that improve health and well-being. The MLSC offers the nation’s most comprehensive set of 
incentives and collaborative programs targeted to the life sciences ecosystem. These programs propel 
the growth that has made Massachusetts the global leader in life sciences. The MLSC creates new 
models for collaboration and partners with organizations, both public and private, around the world to 
promote innovation in the life sciences. For more information, visit www.masslifesciences.com. 
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About the International Collaborative Industry Program (ICIP) 
The MLSC’s International Collaborative Industry Program (ICIP) seeks to promote collaboration and idea 
exchange between life sciences companies around the world, as well as to stimulate the development of 
new products or processes intended for commercialization. ICIP accepts project proposals rooted in the 
life sciences: Biotechnology, pharmaceuticals, medical devices, diagnostics and bioinformatics. Projects 
sponsored together by a Massachusetts life sciences company and a company from one of the 
participating international partner regions are eligible to apply for joint funding from the MLSC and the 
respective international partner agency. 
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